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examination he was placed in the first class. He secured
several second class honours in classics,, but graduated with an
ordinary pass degree. He thus achieved a creditable Univer-
sity career, but could not yet be said to have shown any
signs of brilliance. There was no one who predicted for him
anything like the future which lay before him. John Ross
and James Campbell, who were to swim after him and
around him like planets round a sun, both had faultless
academic careers, as also had William Ridgeway, his school-
mate at Arlington House. Yet perhaps the foremost all-
round man of his time was Seymour Bushe, whose quick,
versatile, brilliant mind was to give him a long start over
Carson at the Bar, but whose life was set all awry by a sincere
but disastrous romance ; to say that Seymour Bushe was the
foremost of his generation is a great deal, for Carson's class
included the name of a man of acknowledged genius, Oscar
Wilde, the son of the well-known oculist, Sir William Wilde,
and his poetess wife. Sir Dunbar Barton says of Seymour
Bushc, " In him and in Arthur Balfour the culture of Greece
and Rome seemed to come alive again in everything they did
or said." Contrary to widely current story, Carson and Wilde
were contemporaries, but never friends. Carson's fastidious
and Spartan nature was repelled, and not amused, by the
perfumes and extravagant raiment that had already begun
to hang about Wilde* But they knew and spoke to each other,
these two diverse Irishmen, for whom so dramatic a scene
and so tragic a relationship were prepared by Fate. For they
were both reading classics in the same year, the one a bril-
liant, soaring scholar, the other a plodding, pedestrian
student, or so it appeared. Indeed, it would be difficult to
imagine human creatures more different than these two
fellow-students, the ascetic, retiring, manly, slowly develop-
ing young rhetorician and the aesthetic, flamboyant^ effem-
inate, and precocious poet.
Carson's health had not improved as he grew into man-
hood, and he took small interest in athletic sports ; he be-
longed to the Trinity Rowing Club, rowed now and then,
and also played a game called " hurley *' which was the
precursor of modern hockey. It was rather in the College